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the law. The whole aim of Tsarist policy was to bring
them to subjection as quickly as possible. And this was
done in accordance with the procedure adopted by all
the Imperialist Nations, for example, the English, by
adopting the policy of "divide and rule" supplemented
by a process of destroying the culture, traditions and
languages of the subject races and striving to supplant
them with its own. The policy of the Great Russians
towards the non-Russians was "Russification." And to
insure docility and obedience it kept them as peasants in
a state of abysmal ignorance and economic vassalage.
There was a conscious purpose behind this policy of, we
may say, "Cultural Blackout." Thus the chief of the 5th
corps of Gendarmes wrote to Nicholas I in a secret docu-
ment, recently unearthed by the Soviet Government
from iKazan, regarding the policy to be followed among
the Tartar people. He declares, "Experience of all times
shows that it is infinitely easier to govern an unenlight-
ened people than a people who have received even a
smattering of education." And thus, on all the territor-
ies under the influence of the Tsars there was pursued a
policy of "planned backwardness."

Every great state has minority problems which present
apparently insuperable difficulties. And within the
territory of the U. S. S. R. too, there are extremes not
only of climate, but also of culture, as described in the
previous paragraphs. Each one attacks the problems in
its own way but none has succeeded except the Soviet
Union. The way in which the Bolsheviks have solved
this problem is unique. This has been due to the simple
belief that national and cultural ideals can co-exist side by
side within a single economic order and within a single
political state in which the same economic ideal is held.
This single economic ideal being the abolition of exploi-